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INTRODUCTIOM 

In  keeping  vith  one  of  the  themes  of  the  U.S.  Information  Agency, 
USIS  Germany  has  made  a  major  coordinated  project  out  of  the  subject 
of  the  American  economic  system.   Regardless  of  the  slogan  or  title 
utilized  to  dramatize  this  subject,  it  is  of  fundamental  importance 
to  knovj  just  yhat  the  West  German  population  knovis,  or  thinks  it 
knows  about  the  American  economy;   and  in  v/hat  relationship  they  see 
it  to  their  ovm  economic  life* 

To  provide  the  basic  data  which  could  later  be  utilized  in 
planning  the  lines  of  approach  to  the  German  population  on  the  diffi- 
cult subject  of  the  ever-expanding  American  economy,  this  study  was 
designed  to  make  as  much  information  available  as  possible.   In  so 
planning,  it  was  found  necessary  to  devise  tv/o  separate  questionnaires 
to  be  asked  of  two  separate  samples  of  the  V/est  German  population. 
The  resulting  mass  of  data  makes  it  impracticable  to  present  all 
questions  in  one  report,   A  number  of  reports  have  been  prepared  under 
the  general  title  of  "West  German  Thoughts  on  U.S.  and  German  Economic 
Life." 

The  present  report  entitled  "Part  III  -  Comparisons  of  U.S.  and 
German  Economic  Life"  deals  with  German  thinking  concerning  the 
American  and  German  economic  systems.   The  emphasis  here  is  placed 
not  on  the  inter-relationship  of  the  two  systems,  but  on  comparisons 
of  the  same  items  of  economic  activity  in  Germany  and  in  America  as 
they  are  separately  reflected  in  the  German  mind. 

The  findings  are  based  upon  the  same  two  probability  samples 
each  representative  of  the  '.vest  German  population  18  years  of  age 
and  older.   One  comprises  1,510  cases  in  West  Germany  and  220  in 
West  Berlin,  while  the  other  consists  of  1,275  cases  in  West  Germany 
and  189  in  West  Berlin-, 

Interviewing  was  conducted  between  February  18  and  March  9j  195^  by 

DIVO  -  Gesellschaft  fuer  Markt-  und  Meinungsforschung  m.b.H, ,  Frankfurt/ 

Main,  a  German  survey  organization  working  under  contract  with  the 

Research  Staff. 

-  i  - 


S  U  M  M  A   R  Y 

Section  I  -  The  Role  of  the  Individual  in  Economic  Life 

The  personality  of  the  average  ^imerican  is  considered  the  leading 
"basis  for  the  fact  that  he  participates  more  actively  in  the  business 
life  of  the  country  than  the  average  German  does  in  './estern  Germany, 
The  young  people  in  the  United  States  are  thought  to  have  more  chancea 
to  get  ahead  in  life  than  the  young  people  in  Germany  have.   Their 
greater  opportunities  are  seen  due  to  higher  wages,  and  more  job  possi- 
bilities. 

Large  majorities  concede  the  American  worker  higher  wages  and  a 
more  comfortable  life,  but  feel  the  German  worker  has  better  social 
security. 

The  survey  shows  that  should  the  average  V/est  German  have  any 
surplus  cash,  he  much  prefers  to  put  it  into  real  estate  or  to  bank  it  - 
while  seeing  the  average  iimerican  either  using  his  surplus  to  live  more 
comfortably  or  inventing  it,   i^nother  facit  of  German  conservatism  is 
seen  in  their  buying  habits.   They  prefer  a  nor©  expensive  article 
which  they  v/ould  like  to  have  last  a  long  time,  as  against  a  cheaper 
version  of  the  same  thing  which  could  be  replaced  when  outmoded.   They 
are  equally  certain  that  the  ^iHiericans  do  just  the  opposite, 

Geraan  concern  with  security  is  best  seen  in  the  finding  that 
they  would  much  prefer  security  (of  their  investment)  to  increased 
profit.   If  they  had  the  opportunity  to  invest  in  a  business  venture, 
v;hich  while  returning  a  higher  profit  entailed  less  security,  seven 
out  of  ten  would  not  invest.   Yet  they  are  almost  equally  certain  that 
^imericans  would  not  be   daunted  by  this  danger. 
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Section  II  ~  Comparisons  of  the  U.S.  and  German  Economic  Systemg 

There  is  almost  no  comparison  betv/een  the  American  and  German 
standard  of  living  in  the  minds  of  the  West  Germans.   Three-quarters 
rated  the  U.S.  living  standard  as  very  high,  but  only  one  out  of  ten 
considered  Germany's  standard  to  be  that  good, 

V/hile  business  competition  is  only  considered  somevjhat  tougher  in 
the  United  States j  freedom  to  start  in  a  business  is  thought  to  be 
considerably  greater  in  the  U.S.   Thus  the  iimerican  is  seen  to  have 
more  occupational  mobility  with  which  to  offset  the  competition  should 
he  be  so  minded. 

The  majority  of  the  population  which  thought  that  there  were 
trade  unions  in  the  United  States,  have  extremely  favorable  viev/s 
concerning  them,  and  even  compare  them  favorably  with  German  unions. 

The  United  States  was  accorded  first  place  as  the  country  with 
the  greatest  economic  strength  by  a  \i±ie   margin  over  Russia,  Germany, 
England  and  Prance,   ,/ithin  the  major  European  countlies,  however,  the 
majority  named  Germany  as  the  country  with  the  highest  living  standard. 
Far  behind  in  second  place  came  England,  while  Prance,  Russia,  and  Italy 
trailed  even  further  behind. 

Russia,  v/hich  was  ranked  ahead  of  the  other  European  countries  so 
far  as  "economic  strength"  is  concerned,  wound  up  near  the  bottom  when 
the  question  dealt  with  "living  standard"  (the  share  which  individuals 
have  of  the  national  wealth). 
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Section  I  -  The  Role  of  the  Individual  In  Economic  Life 

AVERAGE  ArlERICAN  SEEN  PARTICIPATING  MORE  ACTIVELY  IN  ECOKOJ.IIC  LIFE 
THAN  THE  A^/ERAGE  GERI'-AN  ... 

About  one-quarter  (269^)  in  Y/est  Germany  and  one-half  (50^)  in 

'7est  Berlin  believes  that  the  average  American  participates  more 

actively  in  the  economic  life  of  the  country  than  the  average  German 

does.   Only  one  person  out  of  ten  in  both  areas  (10^)  thinks  that 

the  average  German  participates  more  actively  than  his  American 

counterpart.  Thus  it  can  be  seen  that  while  one-third  in  ViTeBt  Germany 

and  lYest  Berlin  believes  that  the  average  American  and  average  German 

participate  to  about  the  same  extent,  there  is  a  tendency  in  \7est 

Germany  for  more  than  tJice  as  many  people  to  think  the  ordinary 

American  pursues  a  more  active  economic  life  than  give  the  nod  to  the 

average  German,  In  West  Berlin^  the  ratio  is  5  to  1  • 


"Do  you  think  the  average  American  participates  more 
actively  and  with  keener  interest  in  the  economic  and 
business  life  of  his  country  than  the  average  German 
does  -  regardless  of  what  his  occupation  may  be  -  does 
he  do  so  to  the  same  extent,  or  does  he  do  so  to  a 
lesser  extent  than  the  individual  German  in  compar- 
able circumstances?" 

V/est  Germany  West  Berlin 

The  average  American  participates 

More  actively                    26^  50?$ 

To  the  same  extent                36  -55 

Less  actively                    10  10 

No  opinion                       28  7 

TOO^  ^100^ 
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AlffiRICAW  PERSONALITY  TRAITS  SEEN  MAIN  BASIS  FOR  GREATER 
ECONOIUG  ACTIVITY  .  .  . 

Prom  the  reasons  given  by  those  \^ho  felt  that  the  average 

American  participates  more  actively  in  the  economic  life  of  the 

country,  it  appears  that  the  personality  traits  of  the  individual  rather 

than  the  basic  economic  system  are  seen  as  the  main  reasons  for  such 

activity. 

Summary  Table 

"Do  you  think  the  average  American  participates  more 
actively  and  yith  keener  interest  in  the  economic 
and  business  life  of  his  country  than  the  average 
German  does  -  regardless  of  \,'hat  his  occupation  may 
be  -  does  he  do  so  to  the  same  extent,  or  does  he 
do  so  to  a  lesssr  extent  than  the  individual  German  in 
comparable  circumstances?" 

IF  "More  actively" ; 

"V/liat  is  the  reason  for  that,  in  your  opinion?" 

l"/est  Germany  V/est  Berlin 
REASONS  REFERRING  TO  PERSONALITY  (1?^)         {J>9'f°) 


The  Americans  are  businessmen 

by  nature  3^  1 

The  Americans  take  a  keener  interest 

in  making  money  than  the  Germans  5  M 

The  Americans  develop  more  initiative 

than  the  Germans  2  4 

The  Americans  want  to  maintain  their 

high  standard  of  living  1  5 

REASONS  REFERRING  TO  ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS     (  S^S)         (20^) 

The  social  and  economic  systems  in  the 

States  are  freer  than  m  Germany  5  6 

The  Americans  are  offered  better 

possibilities  of  earning  money  3  8 

The  Americans  have  greater  funds  at 

their  disposal  than  the  Germans 


'0 


2  6 


MISCELLANEOUS  (  45^)         ( 

NO  opinion/no  ANSV.ni:R  (  1^)         ( /'yp 

50%@        65/b@ 


@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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COIftENTS  III  DETAIL  ... 

"Do  you  think  the  average  American  partloipatee  more 
actively  and  \/ith  keener  interest  in  the  economic 
and  husiness  life  of  his  covuitry  than  the  average 
German  does  -  regardless  of  v.'hat  his  occupation  may 
be  -  does  he  do  so  to  the  same  extent,  or  does  he 
do  so  to  a  lesser  extent  than  the  individual  German 
in  comparable  circumstances?" 

IF  "More  actively"; 

"\.'hat  is  the  reason  for  that,  in  your  opinion?" 

West     V/est 
Germany  Berlin 

REASONS  REFERl'iING  TO  PERSOHALITY  i^lfo)  i^Sf") 

The  Americans  are  businessmen  by  nature;  '9^      I89? 

"I  think  Americans  are  businessmen  in  the  first  place,  while 

private  life  ranges  only  in  second  place." 
"The  Americans  are  businessmen  by  nature.   They  can't  do 

anything  but  business.   It  belongs  to  them  as  spices 

belong  to  a  tasteful  dish." 
"Every  people  have  their  particular  characteristics.   The 

dominant  feature  of  the  Americans  is  their  business  mind." 
"The  Americans  learn  from  childhood  on  that  business 

dominates  everything.-" 
"Because  the  Americans  have  a  flair  for  business," 
"Interest  in  the  economy  and  business  is  a  natural  gift  ■ 

of  the  Americans.   They  knov;  the  rules  of  business, 

and  that  is  necessary,  other'ivise  they  couldn't  keep 

pace  with  the  fast  development  in  the  States." 
"Because  the  Americans  have  a  flair  for  business." 


The  Americans,  take  a  keener  interest  in  making  money 

than  the  Gernans;  5       "^4 

"The  Americans  chase  after  money.   They  embark  in 

every  promising  business."  •       ' 

"The  Americans  take  a  greater  interest  in  money  making 

than  the  Germans,'" 
"The  Americans  are  mercenary.   A  rising  income  is  con-' 

sidered  a  big  success." 
"They  are  eager  to  earn  much  because  every  American  '•   ' 

v;ants  a  high  standard  of  living." 

The  Americans  develop  more  initiative  than  the  Germans;        2        4. 

"The  Americans  display  greater  activity.   They  spur 
each  other,"  ■  ■ 

"The  Americans  develop  more  energy  to  find  a  job," 

"The  Americans  are  keen  to  get  the  utmost  out  of 
life," 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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West     West 
(Cont'd  from  preceding  page)  .  ■. ■     Germany  Berlin 

The  Americans  want  to  maintain  their  high  standard 

of  living:  1^       yfo 

"The  Americans  axe  interested  in  holding  their  high 

social  level." 
"Above  all,  the  Americans  \mnt  to  maintain  their  high 

standard  of  living," 

REASOITS  REF:]REII'IG  to  economic  COimiTIONS  (  8^)     (20^9 

The  social  and  econopic  systems  in  the  States  are 

freer  than  in  Germany;  3        6 

"That  is  because  the  American  businessman  can  do  i^hat 

he  likes.   There  are  no  prohibitions  and  regulations  to 

hamper  him," 
"It  is  easier  for  the  American  to  get  on  in  life.   He  can 

change  his  job  whenever  he  likes." 
"Because  the  principle  of  free  economy  exists  and  is 

respected  for  a  hundred  years  in  the  States." 

The  Aaericans  are  offered  better  possibilities  for 

earning  money;  3        8 

"America  offers  more  possibilities  ±n  every  respect. 

There  are  lots  of  jobs  available,  and  good  possibilities 

of  earning  money," 
"Because  it  is  easy  to  earn  money  in  the  States." 
"It  is  easier  for  an  American  to  open  a  shop  that  it  is 

for  a  German." 


The  Americans  have  greater  funds  at  their  disposal 

than  the  Germans:  '20 

"iTith  capital  to  back  you  up,  it  is  easy  to  take  an 

active  part  in  business  life," 
"The  American  people  are  a  rich  people.   If  you've  got 

enough  money  to  spend  you  needn't  hesitate  so  long  before 

buying  something,  be  it  a  shop  or  only  a  consumer  good." 
"Because  the  Americans  are  vealthy,  they  are  interested 

in  everything  connected  with  business  to  amass  their 

capital." 

MISCELLANEOUS  (47°)     (  6^i) 

"Because  there  is  no  relief  pay  for  the  unemployed." 
"The  Americans  can  spare  the  time  for  things  like 

that,  we  have  to  w'ork  too  hard." 
"Because  there  are  more  businessmen  in  the  States  than 

in  Germany." 

NO   OPIITIONAiQ   AI'lSi^R  (    1^)  C    ■-^) 

50fd©  65^ 

@     Some   respondents   gave   more    than   one    answer. 
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REASONS  FOR  LESS  ACTIVE  PARTICIPATION  ,.. 


SuBiaary  Table 

"Do  you  think  the  average  American  participates  nore 
actively  ,and  v/ith  keenor  interest  in  the  eeononic 
and  "business  life  of  his  country  than  the  average 
German  does  -  regardless  of  v/hat  his  occupation  may 
be  -  does  he  do  so  to  the  same  extent,  or  does  he 
do  so  to  a  lesser  extent  than  the  individual  German 
in  comparahle  circumstances?" 

IF  "Less  actively"; 

"\7hat  is  the  reason  for  that,  in  your  opinion?" 


REASOHS  REFERRING  TO  PERSONALITY 

The  Americans  are  not  as  diligent  and 

industrious  as  the  Germans 
The  Americans  are  indifferent  and 

phlegmatic  to  a  greater  extent  than 

the  Germans 
The  Americans  have  an  easy  conception 

of  life 
The  Americans  only  think  of  making  money 
The  Americans  are  very  egocentric 
Other  ansv;ers 


Vfest  Germany  Y/est  Berlin 
(  lio)  (10/.) 


1 

1 
1 


2 

1 
1 


REASONS  REFERRING  TO  ECONOIIIC  CONDITIONS 

Due  to  the  high  standard  of  living,  there 
is  no  need  for  the  Americans  to 
participate  in  the  economic  and 
business  life. 


(  2f0 


(  %) 


NO  OPINION 


i_l|l 


COMMENTS  IN  DETAIL  ... 


REASONS  REFERRING  TO  PERSONALITY  ' 

The  Americans  are  not  as  diligent  and  industrious 
as  the  Germans; 

"I  think  the  Germans  develop  more  diligence  and  energy 

than  the  Americans," 
"The  Germans  are  more  diligent  and  industrious  by 

nature*" 
"The  Americans  aren't  like  the  Germans  vjho  can't  do 

\;ithout  work." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 

G  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  ansv;cr, 
*  Loss  thr.n  o:ie  half  of  ono  per  cent* 

-   5  -  ■         • 


West  V/est 

Germany     Berlin 

(    lio)  (10? 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page)      ..• 

The  Americans  aro  indifferent  and  phleguatjc  to 
a  greater  extent  than  the  Gernans; 

"The  American  \/orkers  as  \jq11   as  the  employees  don't 

attach  as  much  interest  to  economic  and  business  life." 
"The  Americans  are  more  indifferent  than  we." 
"The  Americans  haven't  as  many  interests." 


West     West 
Germany  Berlin 


The  Anorioans  have  an  easy  conceptien  of  life : 

"The  Americans  live  a  more  carefree  life." 
"The  Americans  live  \/ithout  anxiety  and  'v.'orry.   They  are 
light-hearted.   They  live  from  hand  to  mouth," 


The  Americans  only  think  of  making  noneyt 

"The  Auoricans  don't  care  what  kind  of  work  they  do. 

What  counts  is  the  pay  check," 
"Money  making  is  the  sole  thing  Americans  are  genuinely 

interested  in," 


The  Americans  aro  very  egocentric i 

"The  individual  American  only  has  his  own  health  and 

happiness  in  mind," 
"Things  that  don't  concern  him  personally,  don't 

bother  him," 


Other  answers: 

"The  American  \/orkers  don't  feel  as  closely  connected 
with  their  working  places  as  do  the  German  v.orkors," 


REASOHS  REFERRING  TO  ECOWOMIC  CONDITIONS 

Due  to  the  high  standard  of  living,  there  is  no  need 
for  the  Americans  to  participate  in  the  economic  and 
business  life; 

"Because  of  the  high  American  standard  of  living,  people 
needn't  care  about  politics  and  business," 

"As  the  Gernans  have  to  pay  heavy  taxes,  they  auto- 
matically participate  more  actively  in  the  economic 
life," 

"The  Americans  aren't  so  hard  up.   They  didn't  suffer 
any  losses  during  the  war," 


(2?^)    (  5f^) 


NO  OPINION 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


10/= 


15/d© 
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U.S.  ILITHSR  THAIT  GEIU.IANY  VIEI.IID  AS  LAITD  OF  OPPORTUIIITY  ... 

TJhile  sizealsle  groups  believe  that  there  are  equal  chances  in 
both  the  U.S.  and  Germany  for  a  young  man  to  get  ahead  in  life 
(47/^  in  V.'est  Germany  and  36/^  in  V.'est  Berlin),  four  times  as  many 
people  in  V.'est  Germany  felt  that  there  v/as  more  opportunity  to  get 
ahead  in  the  U.S.  (36'j)  than  felt  chances  vere  better  in  Germany  {%°)  • 
The  people  of  Uest  Berlin  were  even  more  favorably  inclined  towards  the 
United  States  for  the  ratio  there  was  8  to  1  (i.e.  55/j  versus  7'/^)  • 


"In  your  opinion,  where  has  a  young  person  nowadays 
better  chances  of  getting  ahead  in  life  and  achieving 
success  in  his  business  or  profession  -  in  Germany  or 
in  the  U,S,?" 


est  Germany  V/est  Berlin 


In  Germany 

y/^ 

f/o 

In  the  U.S, 

36 

55 

Equal  chances  in  both 

countries 

4r 

36 

llo  opinion 

6 

2 

lOOfo 

100^$ 
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HIGHER  Y/AGES,  HORE  JOB  POSSIBILITIES  LEADIITG  REASOiTS  Y7HY  /JffiRIGA 
AFEORDS  GREATER  CHAHCES  FOR  SUCCESS  TO  YOUN&  PEOPLE  . . . 

Those  respondents  who  felt  there  were  better  chances  for  advance- 
ment for  young  people  in  the  U.S»  rather  than  in  Germany  were  asked  to 
give  the  reasons  v/hich  they  felt  were  responsible  for  this  favorable 
situation.   Almost  half  of  the  answers  given  cited  either  the  pre- 
valence of  higher  wages  in  the  U.S.,  or  that  there  are  more  and  better 
job  possibilities.   Very  few  thought  to  mention  such  ' immaterial' 
factors  as  education  or  general  freedom  of  action. 

"In  your  opinion,  where  has  a  young  person  novjadays 
better  chances  of  getting  ahead  in  life  and  achieving 
success  in  his  business  or  profession  -  in  .Germany  or 
in  the  U.S.?" 

IF  "In  the  U.S."; 

""..Tiat,  do  you  think,  are  the  reasons  for  that?" 

Y'est     Uest 
Germany  Berlin 

In  the  U.S.  wages  are  higher »  priaes  and  tax  rates 

lower;  ^5/'^     25yo 

"They  get  higher  wages  and  everything  is  cheaper." 

"They  get  more  money  for  their  work," 

"It's  easier  to  get  ahead  -  money  will  buy  more  tharx 

over  here," 
"In  Germany  the  state  takes  away  the  fruit  of  your 

work  by  means  of  high  tax  rates." 

America  is  a  rich  country  and  offers  better  T;orking 

possibilities  and  more  chances  to  work  ones  way  up;        12      25 

"America  is  the  co^mtry  of  unlimited  opportunity." 
"■..'e  are  not  so  rich  as  the  Americans,  they  hcvQ   more 

big  industries." 
"In  America  working  conditions  are  better  and  it's 

also  aasier  to  find  a  good  job," 
"There  are  good  opportunities  for  young  people  to 

get  ahead  in  life." 
"The  U.S.  offers  those  who  want  to  work  and  are 

efficient  better  chances  to  achieve  success." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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Training  and  educational  possibjlitiea  are  better; 

"In  ^Inerica  you  have  the  possibility  to  get  an 
education  free^  or  you  can  work  your  v/ay  through 
college  and  university," 

"You  can  attend  technical  schools  free  of  charge 
and  have  more  chances  to  improve  your  education," 


Ueat    Uest 
Germany  Berlin 


Eoonomic  life  in  the  U.S.  is  more  free  and  less 
restricted  by  laws  and  regulations; 

"In  America  there  is  freedom  of  opportunity. 
Here  you  have  to  have  a  certificate  to  open  a 
business  of  any  kind," 

"In  America  things  ai'e  made  easier  for  people, 
Germany  is  a  country  of  too  much  red  tape," 


The  individual  person  has  better  chances  because  there 
Is  more  living  space  and  the  country  is  not  so  over- 
populated: 

"Better  chances  are  offered  because  there  ife  more 

living  space  in  America," 
"Germany  is  too  crowded," 


Professional  knowledge  and  effioien&y  is  mors  im- 
portant than  certificates  and  testimonials; 

"There  are  more  varied'  bpportunitie's  in  the  U,S,  You 
don't  need  testimonials.  You  just  have  to  be  efficient," 

"Because  in  America  people  won't  ask  you  what  examina- 
tions you  have  passed  but  only  how  good  you  are  at 
your  job," 

The.  U, S,  economy  is  more  stable  and  their  economic 
system  is  more  advanced  than  ourg; 

"A  firm  and  solid  governmental  and  economic  system 
which  doesn't  exist  in  Germany  offers j  naturally, 
more  chances," 


6 


Other  answers: 

"Employer-employee  relations  are  better  balanced," 
."People  often  tell  you  that  many  a  one  has  made  his 
fortune  over  there," 


ITo  oplnion/lio  ansvfgr; 

*   Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 

G  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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LARGE  MAJORITIES  CONCEDE  THE  AMERICAN  V/ORKER  HIGHER  WAGES  AND  A  MORE 
COMFORTABLE  LIFE,  BUT  FEEL  GERIiAN  ,/ORICER  HAS  BETTER  SOCIAL  SECURITY  ... 

A  rather  inclusive  test  of  opinion  concerning  the  American  and 
German  worker  was  contained  in  the  following  question,  which  concerned 
viages,  working  conditions,  social  security,  job  security,  living  con- 
ditions and  productivity.   The  replies  are  most  illustrative  in  that 
they  reveal  a  differential  approach  to  the  consideration  of  the  statua  of 
the  American  worker. 

Large  majorities  are  willing  to  concede  that  the  American  worker 
earns  more  money,  and  lives  more  comfortably  than' the  German  worker 
(74^  and  75'/i  in  ¥est  Germany).   However,  there  is  only  a  preponderance 
willing  to  concede  that  the  American  worker  may  have  more  favorable 
working  conditions  (45^)  or  that  he  can  produce  more  (59^)» 

Superior  conditions  are  seen  prevailing  for  the  German  worker  in 
the  fields  of  social  and  job  security.   For  the  former,  a  large  majority 
($6fo)    say  that  the  German  worker  has  better  social  security  protection, 
while  for  the  latter,  a  preponderance  feel  that  there  is  greater  job 
protection  here  in  Germany, 

The  i/est  Berlin  results  are  largely  the  same,  with  the  single 
exception  of  job  security,  A  very  slight  edge  was  accorded  the  American 
worker  in  this  regard  (35f°  "to  29?^), 

"Comparing  the  conditions  In  which  a  worker  lives 
in  Germany  and  in  the  U,S»,  where  ,«, 

V/est  Germany 

Conditions   No 
Germany  11,3.   are  the  same  opinion 

-does  he  earn  higher  wages? 
-does  he  have  more  favorable 

working  conditions  ? 
-does  he  have  better  social 

security  protection  ? 
-can  he  live  more  comfortably? 
-does  he  produce  more,  per 

working  hour? 
-does  he  have  greater  job 

security? 


•does  he  earn  higher  wages? 
■does  he  have  more  favorable 

working  conditions? 
•does  he  have  better  social 

security  protection? 
•can  he  live  more  comfortably? 
•does  he  produce  more  per 

working  hour? 
■does  he  have  greater  job 

security? 


y/o 

lAfo 

9fo       . 

14^.  ,1005^ 

16 

45... 

14 

25 

66 
5 

5 
75 

5 
9 

26 

15 

19 

59 

11 

■ 

51 

58 

15 

21 

28 

West 

Berlin 

49$ 

Qi\fo 

6/. 

65^.,  100^ 

9 

64 

10 

17 

65 

4 

12 

87 

5 
5 

18 
■        4 

19 

55 

10 

16 

29 

55 

21 

15 
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PTJRCHASE  0?  TANGIBLE  PROPERTY,  THE  VffiST  GERM/iN  SOLUTION  FOR  SURPLUS 
CASH,  BUT  B2LIEVE  AMERICAJTS  WOULD  USE  MONEY  TO  LIVE  IIORE  COIiCFORTABLY  ... 

As  a.n  indirect  test  of  German  economic  philosophy,  and  a  means  of 
determining  what  they  would  do  with  possible  surplus  cash,  the  following 
proposition  was  put  to  all  respondents:  "Supposing  you  had  10,000  marks 
at  your  disposal  and  no  urgent  needs  to  meet  any  more,  such  as  securing 
an  apartment  or  biiying  furniture >  how  would  you  spend  the  money?"   Six 
alternatives  v/ere  then  presented,  covering  three  general  areas:   a) spend- 
ing it  on  themselves  by  living  more  comfortably,  b)  'safe'  investment 
through  the  purchase  of  insurance,  putting  the  .money  in  a  bank,  or  pur- 
chase of  real  estate,  and  c)  investing  the  money,  either  through  stock 
purchases  or  initiation  of  new  business  ventures. 

The  majority  of  the  answers  (71^)  chose  the  'safe'  coiirse,  with 
almost  half  of  all  respondents  (48/^)  preferring  the  single  alternative  of 
buying  real  estate  or  other  safe  property.   Only  one  in  five  would  invest 
the  money. 

vThen  they  were  asked  to  say  what  they  believed  the  average  American 
would  do  with  a  similarly  large  sum  of  money  for  which  he  had  no  pressing 
need,  an  entirely  different  pattern  emerged.   Almost  half  (46^)  felt  the 
average  American  would  simply  live,  better.  Over  a  third  (56^)  thought  the 
American  might  invest  it,  while  only  one  out  of  ten  (H^)  attributed  a 
conservative  response. 

"Supposing  you  had  10,000  marks  at  your  disposal  and 
no  urgent  needs  to  meet  any  more,  such  as  securing  an 
appartment  or  buying  furniture,  how  would  you  spend 
the  money?"   (CaRD) 

"And  what,  do  you  believe,  is  the  situation  in  the  U.S.? 
V/hat,  do  you  think,  the  average  American  would  do  if 
he  had,  let's  say,  10,000  dollars  at  his  disposal,  a 
sum  that  roughly  means  the  same  to  an  American  as 

. 10,000.  narks  to  you?"   (CARD) 


Raise  standard  of  living,  live  more  comfortably, 
allowing  theDife^-ves  occftsiooQl  treats, 
traveling, buying  luxury  articles, such  as  a  car, 
a  television  set,  etc* 
Deposit  the  money  in  a  bank 
Buy  insurance  or  annuities 
PurohGse  real  estate  or  othsr  safe  property- 
Invest  in  sone  existing .business  enterprise,  by 
purchasing  shares  of  stock,  or  bonds,  i.e., thus 
letting  the  money  work 
Launch  some  new  business  enterprise  cither  by 

themselves  or  with  friends 
Other  ways  to  spend  the  money 
No  opinion 

Q     Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
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West   ( 

Germans 

believe 

Americans 

would 

would 

2.% 

^^io 

15    ) 

2   11/. 

8    )7l/o 

48   ) 

5  ) 

13  ) 

22  ) 

)21 

56 

8    ) 

14  ) 

1 

. 

119^ 

2? 

VraST  BERLIITERS  NOT  AS  COITSSRVATIVE  AS  THE  V,^ST  GEm.L'JTS,  BUT  IIORE  SO 
THAN  TPffilR  PICTURE  OP  THE  AVERAGE  jUIERICAN  ... 

The  responses  to  these  sane  propositions  in  ',,'est  Berlin  show  that 
while  they  are  hot  as  conservative  as  their  compatriots  in  ','est  C-ernany^ 
they  apparently  consider  the  average  American  more  daring  with  his 
surplus  cash.   In  the  following  table,  it  can  be  seen  that  even  the 
Berliners  would  be  more  likely  to  pick  a  'safe  course*  such  as  putting 
the  money  in  a  banlc  or  buying  real  estate,  or  insurance  (55/0 »  rather 
than  invest  the  money  {3^',^)  f    ox   raise  their  standard  of  living  (28/j), 
Still,  the  percentage  df  people  choosing  the  last  two  alternatives  is 
somewhat  higher  than  was  found  in  '..'est  Germany  (21/j  for  investment  and 
25^j  for  raising  the  standard  of  living.), 

V.Tiile  the  Uest  Berliners  were  a  little  more  'free'  with  the 
10,000  marks  we  symbolically  handed  them,  than  were  the  V.'est  Germans, 
when  it  came  to  their  evaluation  of  v/hat  the  average  American  would 
do  with  a  sizeable  sum  of  extfa  money,  t\io   divergent  trands  emerge.   On 
the  one  hand  the  '.fest  Berliners  were  nore  apt  (than  In  '.'est  Germany)  to 
think  that  the  average  American  v;ould  invest  it  (47/^  as  against  ^6'/o) ,    but 
on  the  other  hand  they  were  also  more  likely  to  think  that  the  American 
would  carefully  put  it  into,  the  bank,  or  buy  insurance  or  real  estate 
(21^-0  as  against  ll)'o  in  '..'est  Germany), 

"Supposing  you  had  10,000  marks  at  your  disposal  and 

no  urgent  needs  to  meet  any  more,  such" as  securing 

an  apartment  or  buying  fxirniture,  how  would  you 
spend  the  money?"   (CARD) 

"And  v/hat,  do  you  believe,  is  the  situation  in  the 
U,S,?  '.:'hat,do  you  thinlc,  the  average  American  would 
do  if  he  had,  let's  say,  10,000  dollars  at  his 
.  .   disposal,  a  sum  that  roughlj^  means  the  same  to  an 
American  as  10,000  marks  to  you?"   (C.'AID) 

"..'est  Berliners 


believe 
Americans 
would    would 

Raise  standai-d  of  living,  live  nore  comfortably, 

allowing  themseives  occasional  treats, 

traveling,  buying  luxury  articles,  such  as  a         '-  ■ 

car,  a  television  set,  etc,  .     28/o       4-0^ 

Deposit  the  money  in  a  bank  •     -20  )       3  ) 

Buy  insurance  or  annuities  7  )3yf°         3  ;21/6 

Purchase  real  estate  or  other  safe  property  26  )      ^^    ) 

Invest  in  some  existing  business  enterprise ,•■  ■  •  '■■      '  ■ 

by  purchasing  shares  of  stock  or  bonds,  i.e., 

thus  letting  the  money  v/ork  .   .  22  )      ^"^  ) 

Launch  some  new  business  enterprise  either        •■      )jg       ^/y 

by  themselves  or  with  friends  l-i-  )      ^'^    ) 

Other  ways  to  spend  the  money 
No  opinion 


•5f 


II75.5Q  1145fc 


*   Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
G   Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
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SEVEN  OUT  OF  TEH  GEIULUTS  CHOOSE  SECURITY  •OV.Srx  ■  PROFIT,  V'HILE  ALIIOST  AS 
MANY  FEEL  iJIERIC-JTS  "..'OULD  CHOOSE  PROFIT  OVER  SECURITY  , .  . 

The  V.'est  Gernans  cautious  approach  to  questions  of  moa^y -ts  psthaps 
nowhere  more  clearly  seen  than  in  comparison  of  the  following  data,  V.Tnen 
faced  T/'ith  the  prohlen  of  a  "business  investment  that  offered  greater 
chances  for  profit  hut  with  the  risk  of  possible  loss,  seven  out  of  ten 
(70/)  would  rather  not  invest  under  those  conditions,   A  majority,  however, 
believe  that  the  average  /unerican  would  not  be  daunted  by  such  a  situation 
and  v;ould  invest  his  money, 

"If  business  investments  meant  greater  chances  for 
profits,  but  also  somewhat  reduced  security  for  you, 
would  you  (even)  then  invest  in  business,  thus  letting 
the  money  work,  or  v/ouldn't  you?" 

"If  business  investments  would  result  in  greater 
chances  for  profit,  but  also  sonev/hat  reduced  security, 
would  the  average  ..merican  invest  in  business,  thus 
letting  the  money  work,  or  would  he  not  do  so?" 

'.'est  Germans 


Yes,  invest 
No,  not  invest 
No  opinion 


On  this  'point  the  l.'est  Berliners  are  in  complete  agreement  with  the 
Y'est  German  population.   They,  too,  T/ould  not  care  to  invest  their  money 
if  it  entailed  a  risk  (72/°)  -  bu.t  are  confident  that  the  average  Amerioan 
would  go  right  ahead  and  invest  (68'/) 

"If  business  investments  meant  greater  chances  for 
profits,  but  also  somewhat  reduced  security  for  you, 
would  you  (even)  then  invest  in  business,  thus  letting 
the  money  work,  or  wouldn't  you?" 

"If  business  investnents  would  result  in  greater 
chances  for  profit,  but  also  somewhat  reduced 

seciirity,  would  the  average  ^^merican  invest  in  business, 
thus  letting  the  money  work,  or  would  he  not  do  so?" 

V/est  Berliners 


would 

believe 

i'jnericans 
would 

19/ 
70 
11 
lOCf/o 

52/ 

16 

32 

100/ 

believe 
.'ijaericans 
would    would 


Yes,  invest  28/       68/ 

No,  not  invest  72        I9 

No  opinion  ^  1$ 

lOO^i  lOO^o 
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MOST  GERLUNS  iiDHERE  TO  CONSERVilTIVE  BUYING  BEHAVIOR,  BUT  FEEL 
SITUATION  DIFFERENT  IN  THE  U.S.  ... 

The  ovci'\/hclniing  majority  of  the  V/est  German  sample  (90?^)  '^/ould 
prefer  to  "buy  something  expensive  so  that  the  presumed  superior  quality 
\.'ould  permit  them  to  use  it  as  long  as  possible ^  rather  than  buy  some- 
thing cheaper  vhich  they  could  replace  uhen  it  had  become  outmoded. 

When  aslced  w.hat  they  thought  held  true  in  America,  tv/o- thirds  (65/0 
felt  that  the  average  American  would  be  more  likely  to  do  just  the  opposite, 
namely  he  v;ould  buy  a  cheaper  article  and  then  change  it  for  a  newer  model 
at  a  later  date* 

"Y/hcn  buying  something,  such  as  furniture,  or  a  radio 
set,  do  you  prefer  to  buy  an  expensive  article  of 
superior  quality,  intending  to  use  it  as  long  as 
possible,  or  do  you  prefer  to  buy  something  a  little 
cheaper  with  the  idea  of  replacing  it  once  it  has 
become  outmoded?" 

"And  what  do  you  think  is  the  situation  in  the  U.S.? 
Do  people  over  there  prefer  to  buy  more  expensive 
things,  intending  to  use  them  ns  long  as  possible, 
or  do  they  prefer  to  buy  something  a  little  cheaper 
with  the  idea  of  using  it  only  until  it  becomes  out- 
moded, and  then  purchasing  something  nev;?" 

gcgt  G-eimans 


Believe 
Prefer   Americans  prefer 


Something  expensive  which 

is  to  last  90^         11^ 

Something  cheaper  which 

is  to  be  replaced  soon       6  65 

No  opinion  4  24 

100%  100% 
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As  seen  in  the  previous  analysis,  the  V/est  Berlin  population 
is  just  as  conscrvativG  as  the  V/est  German  one.   They  too,  would   .  . 
ovcrv;helningly  prefer  the  more  expensive  article  which  \;ould  last  (955^) » 
to  the  cheaper  one  which  could  be  replaced  (6^),   They  too,  are  of  th© 
opinion  that  in  the  United  States,  the  cheaper  article  is  usually 
purchased  and  replaced  (77?^) • 

"/hen  buying  something,  such  as  furniture,  or  a  radio 
set,  do  you  prefer  to  buy  an  expensive  article  of 
superior  quality,  intending  to  use  it  as  long  as 
possible,  or  do  you  prefer  to  buy  something  a  little 
cheaper  with  the  idea  of  replacing  it  once  it  has 
become  outmoded?" 

"And  wh-^t  do  you  think  is  the  situation  in  the  U.S.? 
Do  people  over  there  prefer  to  buy  more  expensive 
things,  intending  to  use  then  as  long  as  possible, 
or  do  they  prefer  to  buy  something  a  little  cheaper 
with  the  idea  of  using  it  only  until  it  becomes  out- 
moded, and  then  purchasing  something  new?" 

W&st  Barlincrs 


Believe 
Prefer   Americans  prefer 


Something  expensive  which 

is  to  last                 3%  -         A^^io 
Something  cheaper  which 

is  to  be  replaced  soon       6  77 

llo  opinion                    \  8 

TOO^  100% 
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Section  II  -  Conpcrisons  of  the  U.S.  and  Gernan  Econonlc  Systena 

U.S.  LIVING  STANDARD  ACKNOi/LEDGED  TO  BE  CONSIDERABLY  HIGHER  THAN 
WEST  GERJLUr/'S  ... 

The  high  standard  of  living  in  the  United  States  is  an  acknowledged 
fact  so  far  as  the  V/est  Gernan  population  is  concerned,   Eardly  anyone 
would  dispute  it.   When  they  \.'ere  asked  to  rate  the  .iUerican  standard 
of  living  alaost  three-quarters  (74/°)  of  those  in  West  Germany  and  seven 
out  of  ten  (69%)  in  Vfest  Berlin  described  it  as  "very  high"  or  "extra- 
ordinarily high",  A  scant  1%  T3(t>uld  desorihe  it  aS'.**low", 

In  answering  the  same  question  concerning  their  own  standard  of 
living  (in  West  Germany )  only  one  person  out  of  ten  would  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  there  was  a  "very  high"  or  "extraordinarily  high"  standard. 
The  great  majority  simply  settled  for  a  "fairly  high"  designation,  while 
15?^  in  West  Germany  and  10%  in  "West  Berlin  described  it  as  "low". 


"People  keep  talking  about  the  high  standard  of 
living  of  the  U.S.   How  uould  you  describe  the 
American  standard  of  living?  And  how  about  our 
living  standard  in  West  Germany?"  (CARD) 


As  extraordinarily  high 
As  very  high 
As  fairly  high 

As  low 

No  opinion 


United  States 


West  Germany 


West 

Y/est 

West 

West 

Germany 

Berlin 

Germany 

Berlin 

23% 

24% 

1/= 

1/° 

51 

45 

9 

10 

20 

28 

69 

76 

1 

1 

15 

10 

5 

2 

6 

3 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 
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U.S*  LIVING  STANDARD  ATTRIBUTED  lUINLY  TO  THE  ECONOMIC  SYSTEIJI  ... 

All  those  who  described  the  Anerican  standard  of  living  as  high 

were  asked  for  their  opinion,  concerning  the  reasons  for  isuch  a  level. 

From  the  obtained  connents,  it  can  be  clearly  seen  that  the  American 

economic  system  gets  the  lions'  share  of  the  credit,  \Jhile  such  other 

factors  as  America's  natural  resources  and  the  personal  characteristics 

of  Americans  came  far  behind. 

Summary  Table 

"People  keep  talking  about  the  high  standard  of 
living  of  the  U.S.  Hov.  would  you  describe  the 
A.merican  standard  of  living?  (CARD) 


IP  "As  extraordinarily  high»"  "As  very  high"  or 
"fairly  high" ; 

"In  your  opinion,  v/hat  are  the  reasons  for  the  high 
living  standard  in  the  U.S.?" 


Vifest  Germany  West  Berlin 


ECONOMIC  SYSTEM 

Favorable  earning  opportunities 
Industrialization  and  streamlining 
Low  prices 

Social  and  working  conditions 
The  sound  American  econony  (general  answers) 
Stable  currency 
Low  taxes 

Greater  purchasing  power 
Flourishing  foreign  trade 
The  American  economic  system 
(free  market  system) 

NATURAL  ADVjiNTAGES 

The  natural  resources  of  the  country 
The  vastness  of  the  country  -  no 

overpopulation 
The  self-sufficiency  of  the  United  States 

PERSOITAL  QUALITIES 

The  American' s  urge  for  money,  their 

smartness  in  business 
The  American' s  easy  conception  of 

life 


(72/0 

OWo) 

27/0 

35/^ 

15 

20 

10 

25     .   . 

6 

12 

ys)       4 

6 

5 

3 

3 

3      : 

2 

•8 

2 

4 

2 

2 

(25/0 

(  30f.) 

18 

20 

4 

6 

5 

4 

(     6fo)      ■ 

(     7%) 

4 

6 

2 

1 

MISCELLANEOUS 

V/inning  the   last   \i;ars 

The  Americans   are  better   off 

(general   answers) 
Other  reasons 

NO   opinion/no   i'J^ISY/ER  ■ 


Some   respondents   gave   more    than  one   answer. 


(25/0 
12 

9 

4 

136fo@ 


(  43/0 


25 

12 
8 


198%@ 
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COMffiNTS  III  DETAIL  ... 

"People  keep  talking  about  the  high  standard  of 
living  of  the  U.S.  Ho\^  \^ould  yoTi  degcri'be  the 
Anerican  standard  of  living?" 

IF  "As  extraordinarily  high" ,  "As  very  high"  or 
"As  fa;Lrly  high"; 

"In  your  opinion,  \iho.t   are  the  reasons  for  the  high 
living  standard  in  the  U.S.?" 

Y/est     \Yest 
Gernany  Berlin 

ECONOMIC  SYSTEM  (72?^)     (116^) 

Favora"ble  earning  opportunities t  Z'jfo  ^^fo 

"The  wages  are  higher  and  the  possibilities  for  earn- 
ing money  better  than  in  Germany," 

"Compared  with  conditions  in  Germany,  the  j^mericans 
earn  much  more  than  the  average  German," 

"The  Americans  earn  much  and  live  well." 

"The  high  pay  American  workers  get  puts  them  in  a 
position  to  afford  much," 

"Because  every  ;,merican  who  works  energetically,  earns 
much  and  can  afford  much," 

"I  think  it  is  due  to  the  high  income  of  the  average 
American," 

Industrialization  and  streamlining;  I5       20 

"The  highly  efficient  industries," 

"The  powerful  industry  and  the  speed-up  methods." 

"The  highly  developed  technology  being  of  service  to 

everybody," 
"Mechanization  makes  life  so  much  easier  over  there*" 
"Because  they  produce  articles  in  bulk  over  there." 

Low  prices;  10-       25 

"Everything  is  inexpensive  over  there.   ^.Iso  the  old 

people  can  live  comfortably  even  if  they  don't  possess 

much  money." 
"Goods  are  cheaper." 

"Life  in  general  is  less  expensive  than  over  here," 
"The  ^'.mericans  are  well  off*  Life  isn't  as  expensive. 

as  over  here," 

Social  and  working  conditions;  6       12 

"Because  the  unemployment  rate  is  lower  than  in 

Germany," 
"The  very  reasonable  v/orking  time  of  40  hours  per  week." 
"The  ^'.mericans  are  not  obliged  to  pay  as  high  rates 

for  social  insurance." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

The    sound  ..'.uerican  econoay   (general   answers); 

"Because    the   j".nerican   econouy  is   very   stable." 

"Business   is  booning  in   the   States." 

"It's   due    to   the   well-balanced  j.aerican  economy." 


West     West 
Germany  Berlin 


Stable  currency; 

"The  United  States  has  a  solid  currency,  \iq11 

supported  by  gold," 
"The  American  dollar  has  a  solid  basis.   It  determines 

the  prices  all  oyer  the  world." 
"The  American  dollar  hag  been  stable  all  "fche  time* 

People  didn't  lose  their  money  ag  we  did  over  here." 


Low  taxes: 

"The  Americans  needn't  pay  as  heavy  taxes." 

"The  American  tax  regulations  are  more  favorable." 


Greater  purchasing  power; 

"The  purchasing  power  of  the  dollar  is  higher  than  that 

of  the  nark," 
"Americans  get  more  for  their  money," 


8 


Flourishing  foreign  trade; 

."Its  profitable  trade  with  countries  all  over  the 

world," 
"Its  position  in  the  world  market  is  good.   It  has  no 

difficulties  in  selling  its  goods." 


The  American  economic  system  (free  market  system); 

"The  American  free  market  system;   free  enterprise, 

free  competi'tion." 
"Trade  and  commerce  can  develop  more  freely  in  the 

States  than  they  can  in  Germany," 


ITATUIL.L  ADY:JfT;.GES 

The  natural  resources  o!f  the  country; 

"^.merica  is  a  rich  country.  It  produces  everything 
necessary  for  a  nation  to  live  on." 

"The  wealth  of  the  country  -.  the  huge  reserres  of 

.everything," 

"America  is  so  rich  in  rav  materials  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  use  them  up," 

"They  have  raw  materials  and  food  in  abundance," 

"Imraeasurable  reserves  of  rav;  materials," 


•.  18       20 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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West     Wos-b 
(Cont'd  fror.a  preceding  page)  Geraany  Berlin 

The  vastngss  of  the  country  »  no  overpopulation!  4^       6^ 

"Considering  the  dimensions  of  j^.uerica,  the  population 

density  rate  is  very  lo\;." 
"There  is  enough  space' to  live  on." 
"Because  the  United  States  is  not  as  densely  populated 

as  Germany," 

The  self-sufficiency  of  the  United  States t  5        4 

"There  is  no  need  for  the  Anerlcans  to  buy  in  other 
countries*  They  have  everything  in  their  own  country," 

"Lmerica  has  everything  it  needs." 

"Anerica  is  conpletely  self-sufficient*   ^ill  branches 
of  industry  can  be  found  over  there." 

PERSONAL  QU.-.LITIES  (6^)    (  Tf^) 

The  jiDericana'  urge  for  aoney,  their  snartness 

in  business:  4       6 

"They  chase  after  the  dollar*   The  Anericans  try  everything 

to  nake  money." 
"As  the  Americans  are  smarter  businessmen  than  the  Germans, 

their  profits  are  higher?  allowing  them  a  comfortable 

life." 
"The  Americans  are  better  off  because  they  are  cleverer 

businessmen  than  we  are," 


The  Americans'  easy  conception  of  life;  2       1 

"The  Americans  are  very  different  from  us  Germans.   They 

are  light-ninded  and  spend  their  money  recklessly." 
"The  ..mericans  first  think  of  themselves  and  their 

comfort  while  the  Germans  are  hard  workers." 

miscell;jieous         •  (25^)      (  45^) 

Winning  the  last  wars:  12       25 

"The  ..mericans  were  always  on  the  side  of  the  winners. 

They've  never  lost  a  war," 
"America  didn't  suffer  any  war  damages." 

"America  Diet  only  belonged  to  the  victorious  side, 

it  even  derived  considerable  profit  from  the  last  wars," 

"The  fact  that  the  war  turned  out  luckily  for  the 

Americans." 

The  Americans  are  better  off  (general  answers):       ■  •,      9       12 

"Because  they  are  better  off  they  can  afford  to  live  in 

comfort,." 
"The  Americans  are  well-to-do  people." 
"The  j.mericans  are  richer  than  we." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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y/est    West 
(cont'd  from  preceding  page)  Geraany  Berlin 

Other  reasong;  4^       Qf 

"They  have  Hegroes  as  cheap  workerg  at  their  disposal," 
"The  highly  developed  agriculture." 
"The  keen  interest  the  nan  in  the  street  takes  in 
political  and  trade  union  matters*" 

NO  OPIKEOI'T/HO  .JJSV/ER  -  '  (  Q"/,)         (      2%) 

156%©    198%© 

@  Some  respondents  gave  nore  than  one  ans\.'er» 
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■AMERICAN  ECONCMIC  LIFE  FAV0RABL3C  COMPARED  WITH  GERMAN  ECONOMIC  LIFE, 


While  two  out  of  five  persons  in  West  Geniany  (40^)  did  not  know  \7hat 
to  repljr   when  asked  to  compare  the  Anefican  and  Genian  economic  systens 
and  say  which  was  nore  favorable,  anong  those  with  an  opinion  there  were 
more  than  four  tiries  as  nany  choosing  the  U.S.  a.s  a-gainst  the  Geman  econonie 
life  —or,  in  other  words,  alnost  half  of  the  total  population  (^8^)  felt 
that  the  Anerican  systen  compared  favorably  with  the  Geraan,  while  only  one 
out  of  ten  (11^)  thought  that  the  Anerican  systen  conpared  unfavora,bly  with 
the  Geman  one . 

In  West  Berlin,  due  to  the  greater  assertiveness  of  the  populace,  the 
ratio  of  those  comparing  the  Anerican  economic  life  fa.vorably  rather  than  un- 
favorably is  nore  than  six  to  one,  i.e.  75?^  to  12fo. 

"Considering  the  two  systens,  does  Anerican  economic 
life  compare  favora.bly  or  unfavorably  with  German 
economic  life?" 


Favorably 
Unfavorably 
Partly/partly 
Neither/nor 
No  opinion 


West  Germs 

my 

West  Berlii 

ksi 

75?^ 

11 

12 

1 

1 

« 

1 

ko 

n 

100^       loafo 


MAIN  DIFFERE]\JCE  BEW-ffiEN  AMERICAN  AND  GERMAN  ECONCMIC  LIFE  SEEN  IN  THE 
SYSTEM  ITSELF 


The  ma.jority  of  the  responses  made  by  respondents  concerning  the 
chief  differences  between  the  Anerican  and  Geman  economic  picture  have  to 
do  with  chara-cteristics  of  the  American  system.  In  the  following  Summary 
Tahle  these  connents  have  been  divided  according  to  whether  they  carried  a 
favorable,  unfavorable,  or  indeterminate  connotation. 


*  Less  thaii  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
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Among  those  comments  about  characteristics  of  the  American  system 
which  were  viewed  favorably,  it  shdiild  be  noted  that  most  were  concerned 
with  various  aspects  of  American  efficiency* 

Summary  Table 

"V/liereiu,  would  you  say,  American  and  German  economic 
and  business  life  chiefly  differ?" 

Y/est  Germany  West  Berlin 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  .AMERICAN  ECONOMIC  AMD 
BUSINESS  LIFE  (VIEWED  FJ.VORABLY) 

Economic  life  in  America  is  not  so  restricted 

by  official  rules  and  regulations 
Business  is  transacted  more  quickly,  people 

work  harder  and  more  speedily 
Americans  get  higher  wages  and  live  more 

comfortably 
American  economic  and  business  life  is 

better  organized 
Consumer  goods  are  cheaper  because  they 

are  massproduced 
jimericans  axe   smarter  businessmen 
American  firms  are  more  thoroughly  mechanized 
Economic  life  in  America  is  more  progressive 

than  in  Germany 
America  has  big  market  outlets  for  its  goods 
Other  comments 

CHAR^'iCTERISTICS  OF  AIvIERICAN  ECONOMIC  AITO 
BUSimSS  LIFE  (NEUTRi'.L) 

American  economic  and  business  life  is  planned 

on  a  larger  scale,  there  are  more  big  firms 
In  America  advertising  plays  a  more 

important  part 
Business  on  the  installment  system  is  more 

frequent  in  America;  than  over  here 
Other  comment a 

UNDERLYING  FACTORS  I^IFLUEIICING  DEVELOPLIEHT  OF 

AlffiRICAN  ECoItOMIC  AND  BUSI^IESS  LIFE  ■  (11^)         (20^) 

^,merica  has  more  financial  capital  at  its 

disposal  Qfo  145 

America  has  more  natural  resources  2  3 

America  has  not  experienced  so  many 

financial  crises  and  wars        '  1  5 

CILiR^'.CTERISTICS  OF  .J.IERIC.AT  ECONOMIC  AND  . 

BUSINESS  LIFE  (VIEvTED  NEGATIVELY)  (  Tfo)  (15^) 

The  American  businessman  is  ovei'-intent  on 

making  profit  2  4 

Consumer  goods  are  of  poorer  quality 

than  in  Germany  2  5 

American  economic  life  is  tougher  1  5 

Other  comments  2  3 

THERE  IS  NO  BIG  DIFFERENCE  BET^ffiEN  .J.IERICAN 

;.ND  GERI/LiN  ECONOMIC  AND  BUSINESS  LIFE  (  2^0  '        (  ^/°) 

NO  opinion/no  ;.nsv/er-  (40^)  llMI 
114%©  144f°@ 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent.  , 
©  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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(56/0 

(70/0 

6/o 

.  lOjS 

6 

5 

5 

14 

4 

10 

5 

3 

5 

12 

7 
4 

2 
1 
3 

5 
2 

5 

(18/0 
1 

(25/0 

Wo 

Wo 

1 

2 

4 

1    ' 

4   ■ 

'0 


"Wherein^  wpuld  you  say,  Auerican  and  Geman  econonic  and 
business  life  chiefly  differ?" 

West  Gemany   West  Berlin 

CH/iRACTERISTICS  OF  AMERICAN  ECONOMIC  AND  BUSINESS 

LIFE  (VIE^-ffiP  FAVORABLY)  (36^)  (TOfO 

Econonic  life  in  /iiierica  is  not  as  restieted  by       ■  ^  -^ 

official  rules  and  regulations:  6^:    .      10^ 

"Econonic  life  over  there  is  nore  liberal.  I  don't 
think  that  the 3'  have  so  nany  official  rules  and  re- 
gulations." 

"The  difference  is  that  over  there  econonic  life  can 
expand  freely  •without  being  hindered  by  governnental 
restrictions." 

"There's  nore  freedon  in  business  and  econonic  life. 
They  can  do  id.thout  bureaucracy  and  ve  can't." 

Business  is  transacted  nore  quickly,  people  vork 

harder  and  nore  speedily;  6  3 

"Business  is  done  in  a,  nore  active  and  quicker  wa.y  than 

over  here." 
"They  have  better  nethods  to  facilitate  production." 
"Everything  nust  be  done  nore  speedily." 
"The  Anerican  systen  is  nore  rapid  and  effective." 

Anericans  get  higher  vages  and  live  nore  confortably;       5  1^ 

"In  Anerica  fewer  working  hours  will  still  get  you  nore 

noney,  especially  as  a  manual  worker." 
"Every  Anerican,  and  that  goes  for  workers,  too,  can 

afford  to  live  confortably." 
"Anerican  workers  a„ren't  fcxjisilB;  in  such  a  way  as  the 

Geman  workers." 
"It's  said  that  people  over  there  are  better  off." 

Ar.ierican  econonic  and  business  life  is  better  organized:    k  10 

"It's  better  organized  and,  therefore,  nore  effective." 

"The  whole  organization  is  sinplified." 

"They  enploy  streanlined  working  nethods."  

Consuner  goods  are  cheaper  beca.use  they  are  na.ss -produced!  3  ^^ 

"Due  to  a  higher  production  rate,  everything  is  plent4.ful 

and,  therefore,  a.t  a  very  cheap  price." 
"'In  Anerica  the  quality  of  goods  is  better  and  cheaper, 

too,  due  to  nass  production." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

Hest  Gernany   West  Berlin 

Auericans  are  sacrter  businessnen;  '   .  y^  .    ,  ■  .  7^ 

"The  Atiericans  are  bolder  and  more  enterprising  in 

their  business  practices." 
"The  Anericans  are  snart  businessnen  who  know  how  to 

organize.  They're  also  nore  enterprising  thon  we  are." 
"The  Yank  is  ti  born  businessman.  With  us  it's  different, 

VQ   can  only  try  to  develop  the  sane  talents." 

Anerican  f inns  arc  nore  thoroughly  nechanized :  J3  H 

"More  work  is  done  by  machines .  They're  ahead  of 

us  with  regard  to  nechanization." 
"The  working  process  is  thoroughly  nechanized.  In  this 

respect  they  are  a.t  least  50  years  ahead  of  us." 
"Their  nachinery  is  better." 

Econonic  life  in  Ai-ierica  is  nore  progressive  than  in 

Gemany;  2  5 

"Everything  is  nore  progressive  in  Anerica,  for  instance, 

they  had  super-narkets  long  before  they  were  introduced 

over  here." 
"Anerican  business  life  is  nore  up-to-date." 

Anerica  has  big  na.r^et  outlets  for  its  goods ;  1  2 

"Anerica  has  better  Liarket  possibilities  than  Gemany, 

thus  the  profit  nargin  is  far  higher  than  over  here." 

"Anerica  has  a  big  narket  for  its  industrial  products." 

Other  connents;  3  3 

"The  econony  is  fundanentally  nore  stable  and  nore  sound." 

"It  offers  everybody  the  chance  to  get  ahead  in  life  which     > 

is  not  the  case  over  here." 
"There  is  nobody  unenployed.  They've  full  enploj-nent  over 

there." 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  AMERICAN  ECONOMIC  AM)  BUSINESS  LIFE 

(NEUTRAL)       '•  '  (l8^)     ■     (23?i) 

/ixierican  econonic  a.nd  business  life  is  planned  on  a 

larger  scale,  there  arc  nore  big  firms;  135^  l£$ 

"Business  life  in  Anerica  is  on  a  larger  scale  than  in 

Gertiany," 
"In  Gemany,  we  have  nore  small  firms,  whereas,  in  Anerica,  • 

there  are  nore  big  fims." 
"Everything  is  on  a  larger  scale,  industrial  plants  are 

larger." 
"Business  life  in  Anerica  is  planned  on  a  bigger  scale," 
"E^erythrag  over  there  is  nass -produced,  while  in  Gemany 

there  are  nore  artisan  fims." 

In  /iiierica  advertising  plays  a  nore  inportant  part;   ^     1        •2' 

"Much  nore  advertising." 

"Propaganda  and  advertising  is  considered  very  inportant." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  fron  preceding  page) 

West  Gemany   West  Berlin 

Business  on  the  installr.ient  5ysten  is  nore 

frequent  in  Aiierica  than  over  here:  *  1^ 

"The  installiient  systen  is  nore  extensive  and  farther 

developed  than  over  here." 
"In  Anerica,  everything  is  bought  on  the  installiient 

systen  by  very  snail  U9nthly  rates." 

Other  Connents;  k  k 

"Businesslife  is  100?^  in  private  hands." 
"They  have  a  stronger  conpetition." 

UHDERLYIMG  FACTORS  IMFLUENCING  THE  DEVELOH^ENT  OF 

iUIERICAM  ECONOMIC  AW   BUSINESS  LIFE  (ll^)  (20^/.) 

Anerica  has  nore  financial  capital  at  its  disposal;         8  l^t. 

"America,  is  better  provided  with  capital." 
"Anerica  has  uore  noney  at  its  disposal  and  nore 

capital  neans  higher  productivity'." 
"There  is  nore  noney  in  Anerica,  therefore,  trade  and 

connerce  is  nore  prosperous  over  there." 
"We  don't  have  the  axiouia^  of  capital  the  Anericans  ha.ve, 

that • s  the  difference . " 

Anerica  has  nore  natural  resources:  2  3 


"Anerica  has  all  the  natural  resources  it  needs,  while 

we  are  dependent  on  other  countries  in  this  respect." 
"Anerica  is  c  rich  country  and  can  afford  a  generous 

planning." 
"In  Anerica  all  raw  naterials  are  ava.ila.ble.  They 

need  not  inport  then.  We  in  Gemany  have  to  inport 

a  great  deal," 

Anerica  has  not  experienced  so  nany  fiiiancial  crises 

and  wars:  g  1  •  .3 

"They're  better  off  because  they  haven't  had  an  inflation 

up  till  now." 
"Things  are  different  in  /America,  they  haven't  lost  a  war. 

They  could  plan  and  build  up  their  econony  unhaapered.     d 

Gemany  had  to  struggle  with  difficulties  .in  tliis 

respect  ever  since  World  War  I." 

CIL'VRACTERISTICS  OF  /iMERIGAN  ECONOMIC  AND  BUSINESS 

LIFE   (VIEViED  NEG/iTIVELY)  (7^)  (13^) 

The  Ancrican  businessnan  is  over-intent  on  na.king 

profit:  2  .  k 

"I  thinlc  of  the  Anericans  as  very  cute  businessmen. 

They're  all  out  for  noney  and  don't  care  for  good 

service." 
Itlniinerica  the '•craving  "for  gain'-iscooQfiiderQd  tol'be.'i^-.  •  ^ - 

justified,  over  here  it's  thought  to  be  a  suspicious 

practice." 
"They  want  to  nakc  noney  at  all  costs." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  fron  preceding  page) 

VJest  Gemany .     Vfest  Berlin 

Consijner  goods  are  of  poorer  quality  than  in 

Gerroany;  S/ft         _  3^ 

"They're  all  for  producing  shoddy  goods." 

"There  are  plenty  of  cheap  goods  in  /vnerico  but  the 

tehdency  over  here  is  to  produce  nore  goods  of  good 

quality." 

Anorican  econonic  life  is  tougher;  1  3 

"American  econonic  and  business  life  is  nueh  tougher. 
People  who  cannot  keep  up  with  the  others  are  lost." 
"It  is  very  radical:  It  is  sink  or  swin." 

Other  conrients :  2  3 

"/uiierican  workers  aren't  as  industrious  as  the  Gernan 
workers  and  not  as  interested  in  business  life," 
"They  regard  a  worker  as  a  sort  of  robot." 

THERE  IS  MO  BIG  DIFFERENCE  BETV/BEN  AI^IERIGAM  AMD  GERMAN 

ECONOMIC  AND  BUSINESS  LIFE  .  .  (2^)  (2^) 

"There ' s  just  a  difference  in  volume  but  f undanentally 

it's  the  sane." 
"Big  businessnen  here  own  Mercedes  cars  and  those  in 

Anerica.  do  too,"  * 

NO  OPINION,   MO  ANSWER  (l+O^)  {l6^) 

ll5^  Ikk'/JB 


©  Sone  respondents  gave  nore  than  one  answer. 
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FREEDOM  TO  START  L   BUSINESS  SEEN  GRE..TER  IN  UNITED  ST..TES  THAN 
IN  GERi:Lj-TY  ... 

Approximately  seven  out  of  ten  people  in  V/est  Gernany  (69/^)  and 

considerably  noro  than  that  in  West  Berlin  (86^)  are  of  the  opinion 

that  there  is  greater  freedon  to  start  a  business  in  the  United  States 

than  there  is  in  Germany,   While  about  one  out  of  ten  (11^  in  Western 

Gernany  and  Sfo   in  'West  Berlin)  thought  that  conditions  were  about  the 

sane  in  both  countries,  hardly  anyone  thinks  that  conditions  are  easier 

in  Germany  (4/^j  in  West  Gernany  and  1^  in  West  Berlin)*. 

"In  your  opinion,  \/here  does  one  have  greater  free- 
don to  start  a  business  or  trade,  in  the  U.S,  or  in 
Gernany?" 


In  the  U.S. 
In  Gernany 

Conditions  are  the  sane 
No  opinion 


West  Gernany  West  Berlin 


S9fo 

86?^ 

4 

1 

11 

8 

16 

5 

lOO/o 

100% 
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BUSINESS  COIIPETITION  CONSIDERED  TOUGHER  IN  THE  UNITED  ST.;.TES  TH;.N 
IN  GERIL.NY-  ... 

;iS  ur.s  shown  in  the  preceding  section,  there  is  general  consensus 

that  there  is  nore  freedon  to  start  a  new  business  in  the  United  States 

rather  than  in  Gernany,  However,  in  response  to  the  question  as  to  where 

business  conpetition  is  tougher,  there  is  only  a  slight  tendency  to  answer 

that  competition  is  more  strenuous  in  the  United  States  -  337-   said  the 

U.S.,  whereas  25^  said  conpetition  is  tougher  in  Gornany.  West  Berliners, 

who  were  aore  certain  that  there  was  greater  freedom  to  start  a  business 

in  the  United  States,  are  also  more  inclined  than  those  in  West  Germany 

to  say  that  competition  is  also  tougher  in  the  U.S.  (569°  said  the  United 

'states  and  2Gfo   said  Germany), 

"In  your  opininion,  where  is  competition  in  business 
tougher:   Here  in  Germany  or  in  the  U.S.?" 


West  Germany  V/est  Berlin 


25/0 

ZGfo 

59 

•56 

6 

8 

50 

10 

^OQF/^ 

lOOf. 

In  Germany 
In  the  U.S. 
No  difference 
No  opinion 


Comparison  of  the  obtained  percentages  for  the  above  question,  and 
those  concerning  freedom  to  start  a  business,  makes  it  clear  that  more 
people  think  freedom  to  start  a  business  is  greater  in  the  U.S.  than 
think  competition  is  tougher  there.  As  each  question  was  asked  of  a 
different  sample  the  two  cannot  be  cross-tabulated..  However,  the  data 
suggests  the  hypothesis  that  the  \7est  Germans  feel  that  conpetition 
within  Germany  is  not  compensated  for  by  freedom  to  start  a  new  business 
to  the  aano  extent  as  in  the  United  States, 
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DIFPEREHCES  BETV/EEN  .JffiRICN  .iND  GER1L">N  TR/.DE  UNIONS  ... 

This  and  subsequent  questions  concerning  ^inorican  trade  unions 
\;erc  only  asked  of  those  577^  '"'^o  said  that  thoy  knc\/  there  were  trade 
unions  in  the  United  States  (see  Report  No,  233,  Part  I  -  KnoT;ledge  of 
U.S.  and  Gornan  Econouy), 

Less  than  half  of  those  in  West  Gernany  and  about  one-half  of  those 

in  \7est  Berlin  uho  said  they  knevj  there  were  trade  unions  in  the  United 

States  were  able  to  mention  sone  aspect  wherein,  in  their  opinion,  i.neri- 

can  trade  unions  differed  fron  German  unions.   The  following  tabulation 

and  detailed  coiiinents  represent  the  answers  given  to  the  question. 

Sur-inary  Table  , 

"And  wherein  do  American  unions  differ  from  German 
unions?" 


West  Germany  V/est  Berlin 


INFLUENCE  OF  TR..DE  UNIONS 

Amei'ican  unions  arc  more  powerful 
American  unions  are  more  active 
x'lmerican  unions  assert  themselves  more 

successfully  against  management 
American  unions  have  greater  influence 
on  the  government 

ORG.AIIZATION  OF  TR..DE  UNIONS 
•  Ji.mcrican  unions  are  better 
organized 
American  unions  are  more  consolidated 
a'^merican  unions  have  a  larger 

membership 
In  the  United  States  a  separate  union 
exists  for  every  branch  of  industry 

INBEPEHDENCE  OF  TR..DE  UNIONS 

i,.mGrican  unions  arc  not  so  strongly 

party-oriented 
American  unions  do  not  embrace  a 

specific  ideology 

MISCELL..NEOUS 

J.merican  unions  take  better  care  of 

their  members 
Several  advantages  i'lmorican  unions 

offer  as  compared  to  German  unions 
Several  disadvantages  attached  to  ;imerican 

uiiions  as  compared  to  German  unions 
Other  answers 


NO  SIGITIFIC..NT  DIFFERENCES 

NO  opihion/nq  :JTS\7ER 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer* 
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Mo 

2 

(16^^) 

3/ 

3 

1 

6 

1 

- 

C  lio) 

(16/.) 

2 
2 

4 
4 

2 

7 

1 

1 

(  5^) 

(l2/o) 

4 

12 

1 

tm 

(  Q"/') 

{2Mo) 

2 

11 

2 

8 

I 

2 

2 

(28fo)@ 

2 

(68%)@ 

(     ^o) 

(   6/.) 

(28/.) 

6lfa@ 

(2?/.) 

103fc@ 

COlvMENTS  IH  DET..IL  .., 

"And  \;horein  do  ^iQerican  unions  differ  fron  German 
unions?" 

West'    ¥est 
Germany  Berlin 

lEFLUEHCE   OF   TR..DE   UNIONS  (   Bfo)  (16^) 

iincrican  unions    are   uorc   po\/erful;  A-fo '  5?^ 

"liDerican  unions  viield   greater  pov;er," 

"I  believe  i.nerican  unions   are  'even  nore  po\iferful   than  •.     . 

ours." 
"They  v/ork  along  nuch  raore    generous   lines   and   are   nore 

powerful," 

Anerican  unions  are  nore  active;  2        3 

"They  differ  in  that  ^inerican  unions  VJork  nore  ener-       

getically  tov.ards  attaining  their  aims." 
"They  arc  nore  skillful  in  staging  strikes.   I  nean, 

they  use  this  weapon  to  nake  their  opponents  accept 

their  demands." 

Lnerican  unions  assert  thensclves  nore  successfully 

against  nanageuent;  ,1        8 

"iinerican  \inions  have  enough  operational  funds  to  .... 

stand  their  gro\ind  successfully  when  dealing  with 

nanagenent."  ...  ,-..■... 

"Jinerican  unions  wield  nore  influence  with  nanagenent* 

They  are  nore  successful  in  gaining  advantages  for 

their  nenbors  fron  nanagenent»" 

American  unions  have  greater  influence  on  the 

governncnt;  1        "■ 

"They  arc  nore  successful  in  asserting  thensclves.  in   .  •    •  .  ...    ■ 

dealings  with  the  government," 
"The  demands  of  iinerican  unions  are  heard  and  understood 

sooner  in  the  governmental  sector  than  is  the  case 

over  here,"  .  . 

org;.itiz..tioii  of  trade  unions  (  Ifo)        (167^) 

Anerican  unions  are  better  organized;  2.4 

"They  differ  in  that  .iinerican  unions  are  nore  effi-  .  . 

ciently  organized," 
"They  are  better  organized," 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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West     Jest 
(Cont'd  from  preceding  page)  '"'■     Go  many  Berlin 

Anerican  unions  arc  rapre  consolidated:  2^       !^Jo 

"In  the  U.S.  the  different  groups  \;ere  merged  into  one 

big,  all-cnhracing  vuaion,  uhilc  over  here  they  are  sub- 
.  divided  into  different  branches." 
"In  Gernany  the  trade  union  novenent  is  split  up  into 

different  2,-roups,  while  in  the  United  States  everything 

is  centralized,  and  so  the  unions  v/icld  considerable 

power," 

Anerican  unions  have  a  larger  nenbership:  Z  7 

".ibove  all,  they  differ  in  that  the  unions  in  the  United 

States  have  norc  nenbers." 
"In  the  United  States  every  person  who  works  holds  union 

nenbership*" 

In  the  United  States  a  separate  union  exists  for  every 

branch  of  industry:  ,    1        "^ 

"They  differ  in  that  there  exist  a  nunber  of  \inions  in 

the  United  States,  Practically  there  is  a  union  for 

every  branch  of  industry." 
"In  the  U.S.  every  branch  of  industry  has  a  union  of 

its  o\m«" 

IITOEPEJ^DEHGE  OF  TR..DE  UMIOMS  (  5/^)     (12^) 

g.ncrican  unions  are  not  so  strongly  party-erionted:  4       12 

"Anerican  unions  do  not  back  one  particular  party  as 

Geraan  unions  do»" 
"They  arc  not  sold  on  sone  political  progron," 
"As  far  as  I  know,  the  ^.ncrican  unions  do  not  treod 

any  particular  party  line." 

..nerican  unions  dp  not  enbrace  a  specific  ideology?  1     '    - 

"i.nerican  unions  are  not  organized  along  denoninatioixal 

lines. " 
"Unions  in  the  U.S.  aren't  tied  to  sono  particular 

church.   They  are 'organized  exclusively  according  to 

technical  rcquirenents." 

MISCELL..iIEOUS  '■....  (  8^)     (24?^ 

Ancrican  ujiions  take  better  care  of  their  nenbers:  2       11 


"The  single  aiu  of  ..ncrican  unions  is  to  prouote  the 

interests  of  the  workers." 
"Over  there  the  unions  stand  up  nore  vigorously  for  the 

interests  of  the  i,'orkcrs  than  in  our  country." 
"Union  leadership  is  nore  idealistic.   They  advocate  the 

cause  of  the  \;orkers  nore  enthusiastically," 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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West     West 
(Cont'd  fron  preceding  page)  Geraany  Borlin 

Several  advantages  ^iPerjcan  unions  offer  as  cpnparod 

to  Gcrnan  unions;  2^^       8^ 

"They  concentrate  on  their  proper  tasks,  and  do  not  neddle 

in  things  which  arc  no  concern  of  theirs*" 
"Workers  aren't  so  nuch  under  pressure  to  join  a  union." 
"I  guess  they  have  nore  anple  funds  at  their  disposal," 

Several  disadvantages  attached  to  ^\nerioan  unions 

as  conparcd  to  Gcrnan  unions:  2        2 

"They  do  not  have  such  a  keen  fighting  spirit  as  the 

German  unions*" 
"Anerican  unions  are  less  active  than  ours  over  here. 

They  do  not  fight  all  they  T;;ay  as  ours  do." 
"It  seens  to  nc  that  ^»nerican  unions  exert  nore  pressure 

on  the  individual  than  they  do  over  here." 


Other  answers:  i  5 

"Internal  affairs  are  prioarily  the  concer  cf 

trade  unions." 
"American  xmions  stand  betvjeen  labor  and  nanagenent, 

while  Gernan  unions  hold  thenselves  nore  aloof."         

(28^o)@   (68%)© 

HO   SIGHIFICr;.I^TT   DIFFEP-ENCES  (    ^fo)  (   6%) 

NO   OPIin:  ok/no   i.HSVfflR  (26^)  (29^) 

61%©    1 05%© 

@  S'one  respondents  gave  nore  than  one  answer. 
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.•ilffiRIC.lN  UNIONS    COMPi.RE   F..VOIUIBLY   WITH   GERI/I/.N  UNIONS    ... 

1,3   niG'ht  "be    suxniscd  fron  a  reading  of    the   preceding  connontS). 
anong  those  \;ith   an  opinion  concerning  Aracrican  and  Gcrnan  trade   unions 
the   largo  uajority  (but    still  a  minority  in   the   population  as   a  whole) 
considers    the   Ancrican  unions   in   a  favorable    light* 


"In  this   cor.iparison  do  iinorican  unions    conpare  favor- 
ably or  unfavorably  with  Geriuan  unions?" 


ffcst    Gcriuany     West  Berlin 


Favorably 
Unfavorably 
No  opinion 


25fo 
2 


2 


Cross-tabulation  of  their  evaluation  of  American  and  Gernan  unions 
with  the  points  of  difference  revealed  in  the  basic  question  reveals  that 
the  Anerican  unions  again  cone  out  on  the  favorable  side  in  all  respects* 
Even  nore  of  those  respondents  v/ho  sav;  no  significant  differences  between 
the  two  are  nore  favorably  inclined  towards  the  Anerican  unions.. 


"i.nd  ^/herein  do  Anorican  unions 
differ  froa  Gcrnan  unions?" 

Influence  of  trade  unions 

Organization  of  trade  unions 

Independence  of  trade  unions 

Miscellaneous 

No  significant  differences 

No  opinion 


"In  this  conparison  do  ..luerican  unions 
conpare  favorably  or  unfavorably  with 
Gernan  unions?" 

Un-        No         No,  of 
Favorably  favorably  opinion    cases 


92/. 

% 

5/..,.  100/. 

105 

87 

5 

8 

98 

86 

7 

7 

57 

79 

14 

7 

84 

16 

2 

82 

57 

5 

1 

94 

556 
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GREiiTER  TEIIDENCY  TO  THINK  COimrUNISTS  EXERT  Il'TFLUENCE  -/ITHIN  GERlt.N 
TR;.DE  unions  THJ^N  think  .J'.fflRIC..N  UNIONS  .iRE  SIMIL.'.RLY  INFLUENCED  . .  . 

\/hen  asked  how  uuch  influence  they  thought  the  ..nerican  Conaunists 

exerted  on  Anerican  trade  unions,  only  a  ninority  (ZTfo)   of  those  knowing 

that  there  were  unions  in  the  United  States  responded  ty  saying  that 

they  had  even  a  little  influence  (or  ^4fo   of  the  total  V/est  Gcruany 

sample). 

With  regard  to  the  Gerraan  union  situation,  ho\.ever,  ^Qfo   of  the 
West  Germans  felt  that  the  Comnunists  had  at  least  a  little  influence. 


"Hov;  nuch  influence,  do  you  think,   Anarican 
Coununists  exert  within  the  vmions  in  the  U.S.?" 

(card) 

"And  how  are  things  over  here  in  Y/est  Geruany?  How 
nuch  influence  do  the  Coununists  exert  in  our  unions?" 
(C..RD) 

West  Go  many 
Anerican  Unions   Gernan  Unions 


Very  great  influence 
Great  influence 
Fairly  great  influence 
j.i   little  influence 
Hardly  any  or  no  in- 
fluence whatever 
No  opinion 


* 
11 

57 

6 


1/0 
5  ^27/0 

20  ) 

65 

10 

Too^ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 


-  55  - 


MIDDLE  CLASS  THOUGHT  TO  m.VE  SLIGHTLY  v/IDER  Ba.SE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 
TH.JT  GERILUTY  ... 

There  is  a  slight  tendency  for  the  people  of  l/cstern  QoTmany   to 

believe  that  the  niddle  class  in  the  United  States  has  a  broader  base 

than  the  uiddle  class  in  Geruany.   In  the  following  table  it  can  bo  seon 

that,  as  regards  the  United  States,  uost  of  the  answers  clustered  around 

40  to  60  per  cent  -  while  the  median  response  was  just  under  40  per  cent, 

V/hen  considering  the  size  of  the  niddle  class  in  Gernany,  the  largest 

single  response ■ centered  around  4O  per  cent  -  with  the  median  figure 

'  34  per  cent, 

"What  percentage  of  the  population  in  the  U.S.  would 
you  estimate  belongs  to  the  socallcd  middle  classes?" 

"And  how  is  the  situation  over  here  in  \7est  Germany? 
Y/hat  percentage  of  the  population  belongs  to  the  so- 
called  middle  classes  in  our  country?" 

West  Germany 


• 

In  U.S. 

In  V/est  Germany 

Up  to  20  per  cent 
Up  to  40  pc^  cent 
Up  to  60  per  cent 
Up  to  80  per  cent 
More  than  80  per  cent 

12/. 

25 

28 

7 

1 

15/^ 

41 

24 

6 

1 

No  opinion  . 

10070 

v/est  Berliners  were  even  more  inclined  than  those  in  V/estern  Germany 
to  believe  that  the  middle  class  in  the  United  States  was  larger  than  the 
middle  class  in  west  Germany.   The  median  percentage  for  the  U.S.  is 
46.4?^  v/hile  that  for  \7est  Germany  is  35»6?^» 

"What  percentage  of  the  population  in  the  U.S.  would 
you  estimate  belongs  to  the  socalled  middle  classes?" 

"j'.nd  how  is  the  situation  over  here  in  \7est  Germany? 
V/hat  percentage  of  the  population  belongs  to  the  so- 
called  middle  classes  in  our  country?" 

\7est  -gcrmanj;: 


Up  to  20  per  cent 
Up  to  40  per  cent 
Up  to  60  per  cent 
Up  to  80  per  cent 
More  than  80  per  cent 
No  opinion 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
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In  U.S. 

In  West  Germany 

efa 

I6/0 

26 

46 

48 

27 

12 

9 

3 

*» 

5 

2 

loof. 
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ECONOMICS  LEi.DII^G  .iREA  IN  WHICH  GERi'L.  NY  COULD  LEARN  FROM  .ilffiRICA  ... 

Rospondents  were  asked,  for  each,  of  ten  different  argas  of  hunan 

actiTitieg  whether,  in  their  opinion,  Gernanycould  learn  nuch,  sonething, 
or  nothing  fron  Aaerica  in  that  regard,   *"is  an  aid  to  understanding 
of  the  figures,  "net  scores"  have  been  presented.   They  were  derived  by 
subtracting  the  percentage  of  those  who  said  "nothing"  in  an  area  frou 
the  coabincd  percentages  of  those  who  said  Gernany  could  learn  "nuch"  or 
"soncthing,"   Study  of  the  "net  scores"  shows  that  the  I'/est  Germans  feel 
that  they  can  learn  nost  fron  Anerica  in  the  fields  of  "Industry  and 
Technology"  (net  score  of  +55)  ^-^cL  "Econonic  and  Business  Life"  (+55) » 
Far  at  the  jotton  of  the  ratings  is  the  area  of  "Social  Welfare"  with  a 
-45  net  score.   Their  adverse  opinion  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect 
should  bo  interpreted  in  the  light  of  the  Gernan  desire  for  security  as 
revealed  in  the  foregoing  section  on  the  role  of  the  individual. 


"In  your  opinion,  could  we  Geruans,  in  general,  learn 
nuch  fron  the  Auericans  in  the  field  of  ..•.'*,  some- 
thing, or  nothing?" 

Y/cst  Gernany 


Industry  and  Technology 

Econor-iic   and  business  life 

Agriculture 

Press  and  radio 

Political  life,  i.e.  city 
administration,  forn  of 
governnent,  etc« 

Employer/enployee  relations 

Military  natters 

Education:  Schools, 
universities,  etc, 

Cultui-al  affairs,  i.e. 

theater,  music,  literature, 
ctc» 

Social  welfare:  child  care, 
old  age  provisions,  etc. 


KET  SCORE 

+  55 

+  55 

+  26 

+  26 

-  5 

-  59 

-  45 


Sone- 

Noth- 

Much 

thing 

ing 

No  opinion 

40/, 

50/o 

15/o 

15^... 100/. 

55 

55 

15 

21 

20 

55 

27 

20 

18 

29 

21 

52 

+  17 

14 

24 

21 

41 

+  15 

•  16  ■ 

22 

25 

59 

-  1 

17 

19 

57 

27 

11 

5 

4 


22 

14 
12 


56 

95 

59 


51 

28 
25 
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Tho-YIcst   Berlin  results  are  not  particularly  different  fron  those 
of  West  Gcrnany,   On  the  v;h.ole  the  "net  scorce"  are  higher,  i.e.  nore 
favorable  tov;ards  2ir.icrica,  but  the  rank  order  of  the  itens  reuains 
fairly  consistent.   The  t\;o  top  itens,  areas  in  \^hich  Gernans  could  learn 
fror.1  Ancrica,  are   still  "Econonic  and  Business  Life"  (+68)  and  "Industry 
and  Technology"  (+61 ),  vjhilo  the  t\io   areas  in  \/hich  they  feel  they  could 
learn  the  least  are  also  "Social  i/elfare"  (-52)  and  "Cultural  Affairs" 
(also  -52). 


'In  your  opinion,  could  we  Gernans,  in  general,  learn 
nuch  fron  the  j>i-ieri< 
thing,  or  nothing?" 


Econonic  and  business  life 

Industry  and  technology 

Political  Life,  i,e.  city 
adninistration;  forn  of 
governnent,  etc 

Enployer/enployee  relations 

Agriculture 

.Press  and  radio 

Educations  Schools, 
universities,  etc. 

Military  natters 

Cultural  affairs,  i.e. 

theater,  nusic,  literature, 
etc» 

Social  welfare:  Child  care, 
old  age  provisions,  etc. 


IS  xn  ont;  iJ 

LUXU  U-l-   , 

ijULie— 

■ 

'West  Borl: 

in 

Sone- 

Noth- 

MET scopj; 

Much  thing 

ing 

Wo  opinion 

+  68 

5l/o      50/a 

13/^ 

6^.., 100^ 

+  61 

54    25 

18 

5 

+ 

44 

+ 

42 

+ 

59 

+ 

58 

+ 

29 

+ 

5 

-  52 

-  52 


55 

28 

19 

18 

52 

51 

21 

16 

55 

55 

27 

7 

55 

27 

24 

14 

29 

51 

51 

9 

27 

19 

41 

15 

11 
11 


20 


18 


65 
61 


6 

10 
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;ji[ERIC;.  OVEE.'IIELMIilGLY  NOMINi'.TED.  i»S  COUNTRY  I.ITH  GRE..TEST  ECONOIVIIC 
STRENGTH  -  OVER  RUSSIi.,  GER.UNY,  ENGLAND  i.ND  PR..NCE  ... 

When  asked  to  judge  which  of  the  five  countries  -  England,  France, 

unerica,  Russia,  or  Gernany  had  the  greatest  econonic  strength,  the 

overv/helning  najority  chose  the  United  States,  while  far  behind  cane 

Russia  in  second  place,  followed  closely  by  Germany  in  third.   Eight 

out  of  ten  'Jest  Gernans  (79^)  and  nine  out  of  ten  17est  Berliners  {^2'fo) 

placed  Anerica  in  first  place,  \7hen  considering  which  country  was  in 

second  place,  Russia  and  Geraany  were  naned  by  58?^  and  24^  in  V/est 

Gernany, 

"The  econonic  strength  of  a  country  is  a  constant 
topic  of  conversation.   How  xnould  you  judge  the 
econonic  strength  of  the  following  countries?   i/hich 
country  is  in  first  place,  which  is  in  second  and 
third  place  and  so  on,  and  which  is  in  last  place?" 

"v/Gst  Germany 

First   Second  Third  Fourth  Fifth 
place   place   place  place   place 

England 

Prance 

iinerica 

Russia 

Gernany 

No  opinion 

West  Berlin  respondents  were  even  more  emphatic  that  iinerica  lead, 
all-the  other  countries  in  economic . strength,  for  there  92^  accorded 
iinerica  first  place.   However,  thoy  tended  to  rank  the  other  countries 
in  a  different  order,  and  revealed  a  much  higher  regard  for  England  and 
a  worse  one  of  Russia  than  was  the  case  in  V/est  Gernany.   They  tended 
to  rank  England  second  (as  against  fourth  in  V/est  Gernany)  and  Russia 

fourth. 

West  Berlin 

First   Second  Third  Fourth  Fifth 
place   place   place  place   place 

England  2^o  J>%  J>Zfo  22^0     /[fo 

France  *  1  15  34  44 

J.nerica  92  6  1  -      - 

Russia  2  29  10  1?  57 

Gernany  2  28  57  20      7 

No  opinion        2    3  7    7  i 

Too^  Too^   100^0  "ioo^ 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  peer  cent, 
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1/0 

16/. 

51/0 

* 

1 

6 

79 

10 

2 

6 

58 

14 

6 

24 

52 

8 

11 

15 

100fo 

1005C^ 

100^ 

• 

50/0 

n 

20 

57 

1 

* 

15 

14 

20 

5 

16 

17 

100% 

100% 

gehjl.ny,  ;j.tong  other  europe..n  coul'ttries,  thoticait  to  il.ve  the  highest 
st.:ndard  of  living  ... 

Since  it  could  easily  bu  assunod  that  alnoat  ovoryone  uould 
grant  that  Anorica  has  the  highest  standard  of  living  in  the  world 
(v/hich  assuuption  is  supported  by  the  results  obtained)  ,  the  following 
question  \io.s   purposely  fraued  to  inquire  about  the  uajor  European 
countries  -  Prance,  England,  Gernany,  Italy,  and  Russia,   In  such 
conpany,  the  najority  named  Gernany  as  possessing  the  highest  standard 
of  living.   Far  behind,  in  second  place  cane  England,  while  France, 
Russia  and  Italy  trailed  even  further  behind*  i/est  Gornan  and  T/7est 
Berlin  judgncnts  shov/ed  renarkable  sinilarities  in  rank  order  and  in 
actual  percentages  of  responses* 


"Y/hich  of  the  following  uajor  European  countries  is 
nost  prosperous  at  present,  or  to  put  it  differently, 
which  has  the  highest  standard  of  living?   (C^iRD) 


West  Geraany  West  Berlin 


5^ 

6/o 

17 

29 

57 

50 

1 

5 

5 

5 

^T, 

9, 

100/. 

100fo 

France 

England 

Gernany 

Italy 

Russia 

Ho  opinion 


In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that  while  on  the  pre- 
ceding question  of  ccononic  strength,  Russia  v/as  put  in  second  placcj 
ahead  of  the  other  European  countries  in  the  list,  that  here,  when 
concerned  with  a  question  of  living  standard,  it  is  ranked  near  the 
botton.   It  speaks  well  of  German  perspicacity  in  being  able  to  differ- 
entiate between  ccononic  strength  (the  ability  to  wage  econonic  and 
nilitary  wars?)  and  standard  of  living  (the  share  which  individuals 
have  of  the  national  wealth). 
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